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I‘HE Central Intelligence' Agency, the C.LA., its logotype as renowned
11 as 007, is going through another time of troubles with a certain segment
If the American public which thinks it finds some political profit or fulfilment
f conscience in flailing at a foe forbidden by its own very nature openly to
trike back. The impulse for self-examimation and self-criticism and the 7 Ly
tonduct of public affairs in a goldfish bowl may be among the cardinal
merican virtues; but like all virtues they can if permitted to run wild begin to ’
come an end in themselves without relevance to practical context. , o
It simply cannot be argued withit the boundaties of common sense that the S _
ntelligence functions of a major power, using the word * intelligence ” in all - s o
ts connotations, can be conducted in full view of the public. The C.LA. must S I o
ave the protection of secrecy. That this imperative is at odds with some of |
the cherished principles of an open society is regrettable, but it does not present R
an insoluble problem. It requires a compromise fundamentally no more :
disturbing than that by which the United States government, rather than - ‘
private enterprise, assumes the task of carrying mail. v fmi
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¢ Lhe considerations |
{ the functions of
mentioned earlier. This compromise in respect of the C.LA. has been worked out. Its terms e
5 parts of the dual - ~ |are wholly compatible with the principles of representative government. It N
~hange and capable confers upon @ limited number of people, a very limited number, the respon- ;
»w seeing too many sibility of monitoring on behalf of everyone else the activities of the CLA.
ssed, of educational - | It is possible to trace, and in the course of this article there will be traced, a
of the increasing clear linkage between what the public wishes to permit the C.LA. to do and i
iay wonder whether the effective terms of the CLA.S licence to operate. This-linkage hoids the
progress are being CLA. to its functions as an instrument of the Presidency. It permits the CLA.
e e ‘, : to carry out a responsibility essential to today’s unique American undertaking b
. ’ o as the strongest champion of freedom in a world unique in the scope, intensity, ! ]
o i “' profundity and obstinacy of the conflicts which beset it. : 2 N ':
ST o ﬂ The C.LA. has made some mistakes, but many of them have been more 19 o '
e in the nature of errors in public relations than in objectives and methods. It is 3 1 .
o U Rt & young agency, not yet 20 years old. Having such an agency was & novel \ ' S
L experience for the United States, at & time when the country entered upon & M T
" period of its history in which it suddenly found itself having ose nightmare | S
afier another, and could not at once ‘realize they were' not ‘nightmates, The | =~ - ' "
N

means of controlling & secret agency ‘had 1o 'bo' invented, O éviived by
trial-and errof. - TR P PR T SR A '.'-,,’: a ‘:“‘
"+ It s miy peisonsl conviction, firmly heid eveb it ‘oily ‘thy' W, thist W o
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